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To  the  Chcairman  and  Members  of  the  Chesterfield  Rural 

District  Council. 


Penmore  House,  Hasland, 

Chesterfield, 

June,  1924. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  of  the  District.  It  is  in  the  form  of  an 
ordinary  Report,  the  Minister  of  Health  having  directed 
that  annual  reports  shall  be  divided  into  Survey  Reports 
issued  every  five  years,  which  will  be  full,  and  Ordinary 
Reports  such  as  this,  with  notes  such  as  those  immedi- 
ately following. 

Water  Supply. — Water-bearing  land  in  Ashover  was 
purchased  to  augment  the  supply  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  district.  Plans  for  still  further  increasing  it  are 
under  consideration. 

The  Council  decided  to  lay  mains  to  improve  the 
supply  to  Staveley  at  a cost  of  £30,000  ; this  work  is 
now  well  advanced.  The  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  has  been  obtained  to  the  borrowing  of  a further 
sum  of  £9,158  to  defray  the  cost  of  providing  water 
mains  for  housing  schemes. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  new  works  at  Renishaw  in 
the  parish  of  Eckington  were  commenced  and  almost 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  extension  of  the  sewers  to  the  part  of  Killamarsh 
near  the  Council  Schools  and  the  re-construction  of  the 
main  sewer  were  commenced  and  almost  finished. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Joint  Smallpox 
Hospital  Committee,  composed  of  representatives  of  the 
Chesterfield  Joint  and  North  Derbyshire  Hospital  Com- 
mittees took  over  the  Morton  Hospital  from  December 
10th  for  the  accommodation  of  smallpox  patients. 

The  notes  respecting  Cancer,  in  an  appendix,  are 
added  at  the  request  of  several  members  of  the  Council. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  year  are  good;  bnt  the  infant 
mortality  is  higher  owing  to  the  increase  of  numbers  of 
deaths  from  Premature  Birth  and  Atrophy.  It  is,  how- 
ever, below  the  decennial  average  of  97.4  per  1,000  births. 

lam.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HERBERT  PECK. 
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Annual  Report 

1923. 


1.  General  Statistics. 

Area. — 68,068  acres. 

Population. — At  Census  of  1021,  76,143.  Estimate  of 
Registrar-General  for  middle  of  1923,  78,740. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses. — June  30th,  16,108  ; 
December  3ist,  16,182. 

Number  of  private  families  at  census.— 16,417. 

Rateable  Value  (September  21st,  1923),  £333,749; 
Assessable  £308,497. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £1,285. 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total.  Male.  P'emale. 

Rirtlis,  Legitimate  ...  1776  897  879 

Illegitimate  85  46  39 

Rirth  Rate,  23.7  per  1,000  living. 

Deaths  851  471  380 

Death  Rate,  10.8. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of 
cbildbirtb  ; — 

From  sepsis  2 

From  other  causes  ...  3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
births  : — Legitimate,  92  ; Illegitimate,  94;  Total,  92. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  8;  Whooping  Cough,  22; 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  15. 

Excessive  Mortality. — Influenza  caused  more  deaths 
than  usual,  viz.,  23. 


Table  1. — Birth-rate,  Death-rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1923. 
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Infant  Mortality,  1923. 
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Vaccination. — Mr.  Moorhonse,  Vaccination  Officer, 
lias  kiruily  reported  that  the  corrected  figures  show  that 
tliere  were  4,144  births  in  the  Chestei’field  Union  in  1022 
and  that  503  of  the  infants,  equal  to  12.1  per  cent.,  were 
vaccinated. 

Tlie  provisional  figures  for  1923  show  the  births  to  have 
numbered  4,012  and  the  total  vaccinations  3,930. 

N.B. — The  last  number  includes  the  vaccinations  of 
many  adults. 

Note.  Twenty  of  the  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis wore  re|)orted  by  tlie  liegistrai's,  only  six  of  which 
were  in  public  institutions.  No  action  was  taken  in  the 
matter. 


*In  Children's  Hospital,  Sheffield. 

Eight  cases  were  reported  to  the  School  Clinic  only. 

4,  Causes  of  Sickness. 

There  was  nothing  worthy  of  special  note. 

5.  Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals  and 

other  Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — (a)  Geneial. 
Nursing  is  not  provided  by  either  the  County  Council  or 
the  Rural  District  Council,  but  the  Board  of  Guardians 
subsidise  nursing  associations  in  .Nshover,  Brimington, 
Heath,  Morton  and  Stonebroom  (in  Shirland),  North 
Wingfield,  and  Staveley.  There  are  also  iissociations  in 
Beighton,  the  Eckington  and  Mosborough  and  Renishaw 
Wards  of  Eckington.  (b)  Infectious  Diseases.— None. 

Midwives. — Three  in  Barlow,  Orontlelcl  Woodliouse  and 
Wingerworth  are  subsidised  by  the  County  Council.  The 
number  practising  in  the  District  is  42. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. -Maternity  and 
child  welfare  is  provided  for  by  the  County  Council 
Infant  Centres  ; children  are  also  treated  at  the  County 
Council  School  and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  at  Chesterfield. 
The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  at  the  Chesterfield  and 
North  Derbyshire  Royal  Hospital. 
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Barrow  Hill 
(Staveley) 

Miss  Nuttall 

144 

48 

55 

729 

729 

30 

Beig'hton 

,,  Williams 

15' 

47 

33 

922 

993 

41 

Brimington  ... 

,,  Saul 

114 

52 

— 

371 

395 

15 

Eckington 

,,  Booth 

200 

47 

15 

1283 

881 

6 

Grassmoor 

(Hasland) 

Rose 

'I5 

48 

4 

361 

243 

■3 

Holmewood 

(Heath) 

,,  Hallows 

144 

47 

2 

478 

230 

16 

Killamarsb 

,,  Williams 

84 

44 

6 

377 

687 

24 

N.  Wingfield... 

,,  Hallows 

278 

46 

9 

890 

290 

28 

Shirland 

,,  Briscoe 

72 

48 

2 

302 

241 

I I 

Stavele'  Town 

,,  Howes 

85 

45 

0 

4'3 

279 

15 

Stonebroom 

(Shirland) 

.,  Briscoe 

49 

5 

507 

463 

20 

Unstone 

,,  Sterling 

77 

28 

29 

334 

975 

36 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Rural 
District  Council  or  County  Council. — (1)  Tuberculosis. 
The  Derbyshire  Sanatormm  at  Walton,  Chesterfield,  and 
wards  at  Penmore  Hospital,  Chesterfield,  are  maintained 
by  the  County  Council.  (2)  Maternity,  and  (3)  Children. 
No  provision  has  been  made.  A hospital  has  been  erected 
at  Chesterfield  to  which  private  patients  may  be  admitted, 
and  also  others  paid  for  by  the  County  Council.  The 
Jessop  Hospital  for  Women  and  the  Children’s  Hospital, 
Sheffield,  are  used  by  patients  from  the  northern  part  of 
the  district,  and  the  Derby  and  Nottingham  hospitals  by 
those  in  the  south  of  it.  (4)  Fever.  The  North  Derby- 
shire Hospital  Committee,  composed  of  representatives  of 
the  Bolsover,  Clay  Cross  and  Dronfield  Urban  District 
Councils  and  Blackwell,  Chesterfield,  Clown  and  Norton 
Rural  District  Councils,  provided  four  hospitals  : Dron- 
field, Langwith,  Mastin  Moor  and  Morton,  which  afforded 
laccommodation  at  the  rate  of  144  square  feet  of  floor 
space  and  2,000  cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  16  diphtheria  or 
enteric  fever,  and  64  scarlet  fever  patients.  As  noted  in 
the  introduction,  this  number  has  been  reduced  by  18  by 
the  transference  of  Morton  Hospital  to  the  Joint  Smallpox 
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Hospital  Goinniitloc.  'J’lio  Muniber  of  tho  patients  for 
whom  accommodation  at  the  standard  rate  can  be  found, 
is  48  for  those  suffering  from  Scarlet  Hever,  and  12  foi‘ 
those  who  have  Diphtheria  or  Enteric  Fever — total  60. 
The  number  of  Patients  is  inadequate  for  the  population 
served,  which  was  164,763  at  the  census  of  1921.  (5) 

Smallpox.  The  Spital  Hospital  has  accommodation  for 
17  Patients  on  tlie  scale  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
Morton  Hospital  for  a similar  number.  The  type  of  the 
prevalent  Smallpox  allows  of  a larger  number  being 
admitted,  but  there  has  been  overcrowding.  The  Joint 
Committee  has,  at  the  time  of  writing,  provided  32  more 
beds  in  two  largo  wards  at  Morton  Hospital,  bringing  the 
total  to  66  for  the  population  of  the  Joint  Hospital 
Committee’s  districts,  which  was  228,301  at  the  last 
census. 

The  County  Council  contributes  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Any  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  in  the  district. 

— The  Diocesan  Rescue  Home,  Cromwell  Road,  Chesterfield. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (a)  Motor  Ambulances  are 
maintained  in  connection  with  the  Fever  Hospitals  and 
Smallpox  Hospital,  (b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident 
cases.  Motor  Ambulances  are  maintained  by  the  Hard- 
wick Colliery  Co.,  Heath,  Messrs.  J.  and  G.  Wells,  Ltd., 
colliery  pi'oprietors,  Eckington,  the  Grassmoor  Co.,  Ltd., 
colliery  proprietors,  Hasland,  Morton  Colliery,  and  horse 
ambulances  by  the  Grassmoor  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hasland,  and 
the  Pilsley  Colliery  Co.  In  proximity  to  the  district  are 
the  motor  ambulances  belonging  to  the  Chesterfield 
Borough  Police,  the  Clay  Cross  Co.,  the  Sheepbridge  Coal 
and  Iron  Co.,  the  North  Midland  Coal  Owners’  Rescue 
Station,  Chesterfield,  The  GlajDwell  Colliery,  the  Rolsover 
Colliery,  Co.,  Ltd.,  the  Blackwell  Colliery  Co.,  Ltd.,  and 
the  Tibshelf  Colliery  Co.,  Ltd. 

6.  Laboratory  Work. 

Numbers  of  specimens  sent  to  the  County  Council 
Laboratory,  Derby,  by  private  practitioners  din-ing  1923: 
- -Enteric  fever,  1 positive,  27  negative;  diphtheria,  17 
positive,  48  negative ; pulmonary  tuberculosis,  19 
positive,  78  negative  ; miscellaneous,  6 positive,  16 
negative  ; totals,  43  positive,  169  negative. 

Seventy-three  vials  of  concentrated  antidiphtheritic 
serum,  each  containing  8,000  units,  were  supplied  to 
medical  practitioners. 
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7.  Sanitary  Administration 

Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  Sanitary  Department 


No.  1 or  South- 
ern District 

No.  2 or  Stave- 
ley  District 

No.  3or  licking- 
ton  District 

Informal 

Notices 

Legal 

Notices 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Informal 

Notices 

Legal 

Notices 

N uisaTices 
Abated 

Informal 

Notices 

Legal 

Notices 

Nuisances 

At)ated 

Drainage 

No  disconnection  of  waste  pipe 
Defective  waste  pipe,  traps, 
inlets,  drains 

Drains  obstructed 

Closets  & Ashpits 

Defective  (not  for  conversion) 
Conversion  of  privies  to  W.C. 

,,  ,,  pail-closets 

,,  privies  to  pail-closets 

Defective  water-closets 

Provision  of  additional  W.C  .. 

,,  ,,  portable  ashbins 

Dirty  closets  . . 

Other  Defects 

Paving-  ot  yards,  etc  . . 

Roofs,  eaves,  spouts  and  down- 
spouts 

Sinks 

Insufficient  ventilation 

Windows 

Dampness 

Water  in  cellars 

Water  supply  .. 

Overcrowding  .. 

Foul  condition  of  houses 
Offensive  accumulations 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Pigstyes 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Urinals 

Not  specified  .. 

1 

78 

54 

50 

2 

9 

39 

2 

27 

232 

30 

37 

62 

1 1 

I 

4 

278 

3 

75 

1036 

20 

20 

'5 

2 

20 

15 

10 

13 

12 

1 

2 

15 

145 

1 

78 

4' 

54 

50 

2 

9 

39 

2 

27 

232 

30 

37 

62 

1 1 

4 

278 

3 
75 

103O 

3 

14 

3‘ 

54 

'9 

18 

3 

•3 

74 

3 

>7 

3 

4 

2 

237 

2 

2 

3 
24 

527 

... 

3 

'4 

43 

51 

'9 

18 

3 

13 

74 

3 

^7 

3 

1 

2 

1 

237 

2 

2 

3 
54 

533 

10 

'44 

95 

41 

9' 

10 

25 

75 

8 

40 

311 

•7 

5 

16 

9' 

7 

24 

167 

"s 

'59 

1341 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Made 

Nuisances 

Abated 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Made 

Nuisances 

Abated 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Made 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
sbops 

^I4 

§ 

43 

137 

L. 

8 

220 

350 

68 

Bakehouses 

16 

32 

6 

8 

8 

48 

5 

Slaughterhouses 

24 

« 

16 

I I 

S) 

23 

1256 

12 

Offensive  Trades 

0) 

X 

Common  Lodging-house 

I 

14 

4 

251 

32 

65 

'56 

. 

10 

252 

1668 

89 

‘Inspected  periodically  once  or  twice  weekly 
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Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District.  Tlie  Public 
Health  AcL  Anieiubncnt  Act,  1890,  Part  III.  ; Tlie  Infec- 
tious Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ; The  Public  Health 
•Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  so  far  as  permitted.  Bye- 
laws iiave  been  adopted  with  respect  to  : — New  Streets 
and  Buildings,  1909  ; Hommon  Lodging  Houses,  1877  ; 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings,  1911  ; Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds, 
1910  ; Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1905  ; Slaughter- 
houses, 1913. 

FOOD.  -'Idle  251  samples  of  food  and  drugs  analysed 
by  the  Ccvunty  Analyst  included  00  of  milk,  2 of  which 
were  adulterated.  lAvelve  samples  of  water  were  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

ddiere  were  surrendered  Of  beef,  2,763  lbs.,  frozen 
beef  68  lbs.,  corned  beef  7 lbs.,  organs  (livers,  etc.), 
2,785  lbs.,  pork  399  lbs.,  rabbits  29  ; also  396  tins  of  food. 

Disinfection,  &c. 

Booms  fumigated  with  formalin  vapour,  226.  ddiere 
is  no  charge  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  at  the 
hosjiitals,  except  for  carriage.  Fouiteen  persons  were 
treated  at  the  hospitals  for  scabies. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  was  taken. 

8.  Public  Health  Staff. 

Mr.  Frank  Waterfall,  G.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  Inspector, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  Ashover,  Brackenfield,  Calow, 
Hasland,  Heath,  Morton,  North  Wingfield,  Pilsley,  Shir- 
land  and  Higham,  Stretton,  Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, 
d’emple  Normanton,  Tupton,  Wessington,  Wingerworth, 
Woodthorpe.  (Address,  North  Wingfield.) 

Mr.  James  Hutchinson,  C.S.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  Barlow,  Brimington,  Dronfield  Woodhouse,  Holmes- 
field,  Staveley,  Unstone.  (.Address,  Staveley,  near 
Chesterfield.) 

Mr.  David  Northway,  C.S.L,  Certified  Meat  Inspector, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  ileighton.  Coal  Aston,  Eckington, 
and  Killamarsh.  (Address,  Halfway,  near  Sheffield.) 

Herliert  Pock,  M.D.,  C.M.,  D.P.IL,  Barrister-al- 
Law,  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  (.Address,  Penmore 
House,  Hasland,  Chesterfield  ; Telephone,  Chesterfield 
112.) 

The  above  officers  are  those  to  whose  salaries  contri- 
bution is  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  following 
are  paid  wholly  "by  the  Rural  District  Council  : 
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Mr.  Harold  Taylor,  M.C.,  A.M.I.C.E.,  Resident 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  (Address,  Union  Offices  ; Tele- 
plione.  Chesterfield  612.) 

Mr.  Gilbert  Frith,  Resident  Water  Engineer. 
(Address,  Union  Offices;  Telephone,  Chesterfield  101.) 

9.  Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 
(a)  Total,  112  (b)  with  State  assistance  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  1919  or  1923  ; (1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

0,  (2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  4. 

1,  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts),  344. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  0. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
stale  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  4. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-heading)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation, 
386. 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers,  350. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing 
Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs,  0. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit ; — (a)  by  owners.  O' : (b)  by  Local 
Authority  in  default  of  owners,  0. 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  ol 
which  (Hosing  Orders  became  o))erative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close,  3. 

H. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied,  417. 

(2)  Numl)er  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  ; — (a)  l)y  owners,  0 ; (b)  by  Local 

Authority  in  default  of  owners,  0. 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders,  7. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made,  7. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
wliich  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit,  0. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made,  0. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders,  0. 
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APPENDIX. 


Cancer— Malignant  Disease. — The  increase  in  the 
death  rate  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease  cannot  be 
doubted.  It  has  been  said  that  the  increase  is  more 
apparent  than  real  and  is  due  to  improved  methods  of 
diagnosis,  but  it  continues  to  increase  although  little  or 
no  improvement  in  these  methods  is  occurring  at  the  same 
time.  The  true  reason  is  without  doubt  the  fact  that 
people  live  longer  than  did  their  ancestors,  and  conse- 
cpiently  moa-e  persons  attain  the  ages  at  which  Cancer  is 
common  than  was  formerly  the  case. 

The  heading  “ Cancer — Malignant  Disease  ” used  in 
mortality  tables,  covers  more  'than  the  true  cancers  and 
includes  rodent  ulcer  and  sarcoma  amongst  other  diseases 
It  is  the  term  used  in  the  International  list  of  causes  of 
death,  and  its  use  allows  comparisons  to  be  made  between 
the  death  rates  of  different  countries. 

The  oldest  available  figures  for  the  district  and  the 
county  begin  in  1901,  from  which  year  they  are  complete. 

The  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  are  ; — 

Chesterfield  County  of  England  and 
Rural  District.  Derby.  Wales. 

1901—1910  ...  .668  ...  .668  ...  .892 

1911—1920  ...  .706  ...  .874  ...  1.030 

1921—1923  ...  .799  ...  — ...  — 

The  rate  of  increase  appears  to  be  greater  in  the 
county  as  a whole  than  in  the  Chesterfield  Rural  District. 

I’he  rates  in  the  individual  parishes  must  be  received 
with  caution,  for  it  is  dangerous  to  deduce  from  such 
small  figures  as  they  afford.  They  are: — 1901  to  1910: 
Ashover  .54,  Barlow  .46,  Reighton  .45,  Rrackenfield  .93, 
Drimington  .69,  Calow  .94,  Coal  Aston  1.66,  Dronfiehl 
Woodhouse  .12,  Eckington  .75,  Hasland  .75,  Heath  .50, 
Holmesfield  .88,  Killamarsh  .86,  Morton  1.20,  North 
Wingfield  .40,  Pilsley  .49,  Shirland  and  Higham  .52, 
Staveley  .70,  Sutton-cum-Duckmanton  .69,  Temple  Nor- 
manton  .88,  Tupton  .63,  Unstone  .56,  Wessington  .30, 
Wingerworth  1.07,  Woodthorpe  1.10,  Whole  District 
.668. 

1911  to  1920. — Ashover  .91,  Rarlow  .54,  Reighton  .47, 
Brackenfield  .93,  Drimington  .78,  Calow  .41,  Coal  Aston 
1.03,  Dronfiehl  Woodhouse  .81,  Eckington  .83,  Hasland 
.60,  Heath  .91,  Holmesfield  .20,  Killamarsh  .43,  Morton 
,64,  North  Wingfield  .77,  Pilsley  .64,  Shirland  and 
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Higham  .67,  Staveley  .68,  StrettxDn  .94,  Sutton-cum-Duck- 
manton  .53,  Temple  Normanton  .82,  Tupton  .99,  Unstone 
.92,  Wessington  .56,  Wingerworth  .54,  Woodthorpe  .41, 
Whole  District  .706. 

1901  to  1923. — Ashover  .75,  Barlow  .67,  Beighton  .53, 
Brackenfield  .95,  Brimington  .73,  Calow  .66,  Coal  Aston 
1.38,  Dronfield  Woodhouse  .71,  Eckington  .76,  Hasland 
1.19,  Heath  .94,  Holrnesficld  .72,  Killamarsh  .60,  Morton 
.92,  North  Wingfield  .59,  Pilsley  .63,  Shirland  and 
Higham  .60,  Staveley  .77,  Stretton  .39,  Siitton-cum-Duck- 
manton  .64,  Temple  Normanton  1.02,  Tupton  .91,  Unstone 
.86,  Wessington  .59,  Wingerworth  .63,  Woodthorpe  1.02, 
Wliole  District  .743. 

Taken  generally,  the  rates  are  higher  in  tlie  agricul- 
tural parts  of  the  district  than  in  the  coal-bearing  areas, 
but  so  many  coalminers  live  in  the  former  that  the  figures 
may  be  misleading.  The  following,  taken  from  the 
.Annual  Beport  of  Dr.  Barwise,  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  the  year  1921,  are  more  likely  to  afford  a 
correct  view  than  our  smaller  figures. 


CANCER,  1901—1920. 

Grouped  in  Registration  Districts. 


Chief  Occupation,  District 

Death  rate  per 

Etc. 

1,090  of  popu- 

lation. 

Textile— 

Glossop  

...  1.09 

Hayfield 

.84 

1.01 

Agi'icultural 

— 

Ashbourne  

...  .88 

Bakewell  

...  .94 

Chapel-en-le-Frith 

...  .89 

Sudbury  

...  .87 

.91 

South,  Mid. 

and 

hi'ast — 

Shardlow  

...  .75 

Basford 

...  .63 

Helper  (except  Alfreton  and 

Ripley)  

...  .85 

Hartshornc  

.67 

Repton  

...  .88 

.74 
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Chief  Occupation,  District, 

etc. 


Coal  Mining — 


Chesterfield  ... 
Blackwell 

Clowne  

Norton  

Alfreton  (U.D.) 
Ripley  (U.D.) 


Death  Rate  per 
1000  of  population 

.70 

...  .58 

...  .41 

.84 

...  .74 

...  .60 

.66 


Another  table  in  the  same  Report  gives  the  age  and 
sex  incidence  of  the  fatal  cases  of  1921: — • 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Under  15 

1 

1 

2 

15—25  

3 

— 

3 

25—45  

...  24 

32 

56 

45—65  

...  103 

152 

255 

65—75  

...  90 

87 

177 

Over  75  

...  40 

53 

93 

Totals  ... 

...  261 

325 

586 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  is  thus  shown  to  be 
greater  in  the  female  sex,  which  furnished  55.4  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  in  that  year. 

Taking  only  the  Chesterfield  Rural  District  cases  for 
file  ten  years  1914  tO'  1923,  which  are  all  that  are  avail- 
able, there  were  259  in  males  and  326  in  females,  which 
figures  give  a very  similar  percentage,  viz.,  .55.7  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  female  sex.  This  majority  is  the 
more  remarkable  as  the  distiact  is  one  of  the  few  in  which 
the  males  outnumber  the  females — 517  to  483  per  1,000. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  air  the  various  theories  as  to 
the  causation  of  the  disease,  but  it  is  pretty  safe  to  predict 
that  investigation  will  show  that  several  causes  are  at 
work  varying  with  the  nature  of  the  tumours,  the  prin- 
cipal being  irritation. 

With  the  view  of  impressing  this  on  the  public  mind 
and  also  the  fact  that  early  operation  is  the  only  prac- 
ticable remedy,  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County 
Borough  of  Portsmouth  have  published  the  following- 
leaflet  drawn  up  by  Dr.  A.  Mearns  Fraser,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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CANCER. 

It  is  vitally  important  that  the  following 
facts  about  Cancer  should  be  known. 

It  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Healtli 
(loinmitte©  that  of  the  number  of  persons  who  die  each 
yoar  froni  Cancer,  many  could  have  been  cured  if  they 
bad  a()plied  earlier  for  medical  advice.  On  questioning 
patients  as  to  why  they  did  not  ai)ply  to  a doctor  earlier, 
the  reason  almost  invariably  given  is  that  as  the  early 
svrnptoms  were  nnaccompimied  by  pain,  it  was  not 
thought  that  anything  serious  was  the  matter. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  the  significance  of  certain  symptoms  and  conditions, 
and  to  the  vital  importance  of  acting  promi)tly  on  the 
occurrence  of  these,  it  has  been  decided  to  make  the 
following  facts  public. 

The  only  cure  for  Cancer,  at  present  known,  is  its 
early  and  complete  removal.  Cancer,  if  removed  early, 
has  been  proved  conclusively  to  be  a curable  disease.  If 
neglected,  and  not  removed  in  its  earliest  stages,  it  is 
practically  invariably  fatal.  The  paramount  imiiortance 
of  its  early  recognition  and  early  removal  is  therefore 
evident.  For  this  purpose  the  assistance  both  of  the 
public  and  medical  profession  is  requisite  ; and  a grave 
responsibility  rests  on  both.  It  is  only  by  their  mutual 
co-operation  that  the  ravages  of  this  terrible  disease  can 
be  lessened.  The  following  information  should  lie  of 
vital  assistance  to  the  public.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that,  if  acted  upon,  the  result  would  be  the  saving 
annually  of  many  hundreds  of  lives,  which  at  present  are 
inevitably  lost. 

t. — Cancer,  in  its  early  and  curable  stage,  gives  rise 
to  no  pain  or  symptom  of  ill-health  whatever. 

2. — Nevertheless,  in  its  commonest  situations,  the 
signs  of  it  in  its  eai’ly  stages  are  consiiicuously  manifest. 
To  witness  : 

:T  In  case  of  any  swelling  occurring  in  the  breast  of 
a.  woman  after  \0  years  of  age,  a medical  man  should  at 
once  be  consulted.  A large  proportion  of  such  swellings 
are  Cancer. 

4. — Any  bleeding,  however  trivial,  occurring  aftcr 
the  change  of  life,  means  almost  invariably  Cancer,  and 
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Cancer  which  is  then  curable.  If  neglected  till  pain 
occurs,  it  means  Cancer  which  is  almost  always 
incurable. 

5. — Any  irregular  bleeding  occurring  at  the  change  of 
life  should  invariably  be  submitted  to  a doctor’s  investiga- 
tion. It  is  not  the  natural  method  of  the  onset  of  the 
change  of  life,  and  in  a large  number  of  cases  means 
commencing  Cancer. 

Any  wart  or  sore  occurring  spontaneously  on  the 
lower  lip  in  man  over  45  years  of  age  is  almost  certainly 
Cancer.  If  removed  at  once  the  cure  is  certain,  if 
neglected  the  result  is  inevitably  fatal. 

7.  — Any  sore  or  swelling  occurring  on  the  tongue  or 
inside  of  the  mouth  in  a man  after  45  years  of  age  should 
be  submitted  to  investigation  without  a moment’s  delay, 
and  the  decision  at  once  arrived  at  by  an  expert  micros- 
copical examination  as  to  whether  it  is  Cancer  or  not.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  such  sores  or  swellings  occurring 
at  this  time  of  life  are  Cancer,  and  if  neglected  for  only 
a few  weeks  the  result  is  almost  inevitably  fatal.  If 
removed  at  once  the  prospect  of  cure  is  good. 

8.  — Any  bleeding  occurring  from  the  bowels  after  45 
•years  of  age,  commonly  supposed  by  the  public  to  be 
“ piles,”  should  be  submitted  to  investigation  at  once. . A 
large  proportion  of  such  cases  are  Cancer,  which  at  this 
stage  is  perfectly  curable. 

9.  — When  warts,  moles  or  other  growths  on  the  skin 
are  exposed  to  constant  irritation  they  should  be  imme- 
diately removed.  A large  number  of  them,  if  neglected, 
terminate  in  Cancer. 

to. — Avoid  irritation  of  the  .tongue  and  cheeks  by 
broken  jagged  teeth,  and  of  the  lower  lip  by  clay  pipes. 
Many  of  these  irritations,  if  neglected,  terminate  in 
Cancer. 

11. — .\lthough  there  is  no  evidence  that  Cancer  is 
communicable  under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  is  desir- 
able that  rooms  occupied  by  a person  suffering  from 
Cancer  should  be  cleaned  and  disinfected  from  time  to 
time. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CHESTERFIELD. 
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ADDENDA. 


Parishes. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Booms  per  Person 
at  Census  of  1921. 

Birth-rate  per  1.000 
living. 

Illegitimate  Rate  per 
1,000  births. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
living. 

Epidemic  Diseases 
Death-rate  per  1,000 

living. 

Infant  Mortality  per 

1,000  births. 

Ashover 

2437 

1-22 

IS'l 

12-3 

1.59 

Barlow 

964 

1-10 

23-9 

130 

10'4 

Beighton 

.5.512 

1-02 

21 '8 

33 

ll'l 

1'09 

92 

Brackenfield 

321 

1-10 

18'7 

. . . 

9'3 

. . . 

Brimington  ... 

.5-599 

I'll 

20  0 

> . « 

11-4 

-.54 

125 

Calow 

1287 

0-99 

26 '4 

29 

lO'l 

29 

Coal  Aston  ... 

71.5 

1-01 

18'2 

14-0 

1-39 

1.54 

Dronfield  Woodhouse 

932 

0-99 

16'1 

267 

7'5 

67 

Eckington  ... 

12689 

1-02 

25 '6 

49 

11'7 

•32 

83 

Hasland 

3430 

0-97 

26'2 

33 

15'7 

•87 

167 

Heath 

2811 

0-93 

20'3 

105 

8-9 

1-07 

53 

Holmesfield ... 

538 

1-17 

13'0 

... 

11-2 

l',S6 

143 

Killamarsh  ... 

4859 

0-94 

2.5'7 

48 

10'7 

1-03 

128 

Morton 

1251 

ro7 

20'0 

40 

8-0 

« . 

40 

North  Wingfield 

5179 

0 96 

26'6 

86 

13'7 

1-16 

94 

Pilsley 

2910 

0-99 

22 '7 

30 

9-6 

1-03 

61 

Shirland  and  Higham 

4193 

0-98 

23 -4 

10 

9'S 

122 

Staveley 

13966 

0-95 

27 -8 

38 

8'4 

•79 

73 

Stretton 

656 

lO) 

37 -6 

12'2 

83 

Sutton -c-Ducknianton 

1556 

105 

.35 -3 

36 

12*2 

73 

Temple  Normanton... 

753 

0-89 

15'9 

12'0 

1-33 

333 

Tupton 

2039 

O' 98 

22' 1 

85 

10'8 

•98 

43 

Enstone 

2439 

090 

27 '5 

30 

10'7 

•41 

75 

W^essington  ... 

709 

0'S7 

36'7 

77 

11-3 

1.54 

Wingerworth 

455 

ro8 

26'4 

ll'O 

83 

Woodthorpe... 

233 

1'26 

4'3 

8'6 

i ••• 

... 

Whole  District  ... 

78740* 

1 100 

23 '7 

j 39 '9 

10'8 

0-635 

92 

Slightly  in  excess  of  the  estimate  of  the  IMedical  Oflicer  of  Health 
which  is  78,433. 


